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Summary

George Fitzhugh

—His pro-slavery theory—

Tadashige Shimizu

George Fitzhugh was the most noted of the pro-slavery intellectuals
in the Old South. He was the first to effectively justify slavery as
a positive good by his “new mode of defence.” Other ideologists such
as T. R. Dew only confirmed the validity of an existing institution
by a negative, weak apology and concluded that though slavery was
morally wrong, one could not remove it. But Fitzhugh justified the
institution as based on fundamental principles whose validity derived
from the universal dominance-obedience principle which was, according
to him, to be seen in all historical societies. Thus he dispensed with
the “necessary evil” tone in pro-slavery theories.

Fitzhugh consistently refused to bring in racism in his defense
theory. The hypothesis of the biological inferiority of the negro race
could easily be used as a strong weapon for pro-slavery. But ideas of
racism suggest equality of all white men and thus leads to the
collapse of the Slave-Oligarchy itself. So, Fitzhugh’s rejection of this
“ism” shows an excellent theoretical consistency in its defense theory.

Criticism of the North is one more phase in Fitzhugh theory. He
pointed out that in Free Competition of Free Society the weak became
the victims of the strong, and he refuted trade unions, strikes for
higher wage, or class struggle in the North while affirming that
a Southern farm was “the beau ideal of Communism.” This criticism
reminiscent of Karl Marx is interesting even from today’s standpoint.
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