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Summary

A Bird’s-Eye View of the Works Composed
by Osamu Dazai
(1942~1944)

Shoshi Yafnanouchi

The collection in titled “The Complete Works of Osamu Dazai” comprises all of
what Osamu Dazai (1909~1948) ever wrote and in addition his statements at the
meeting of joint criticism of contemporary literary works and round table talks, particu-
larly those sent to print.

At the same time, efforts were made to include descriptions of those contemporary
magazines which either printed the late writer’s works in full, or introduced them in
part previewing the “Complete Works of Osamu Dazai”. This allows this edition to be
used as an aid for those desiring to make reference to the said “Complete works” in
relation to certain paragraphs or passages in the original writngs still in the form of
manuscripts. .

Space is also given to critics of Dazai’'s writing, limited strictly to such portions aé
directly dealt with the late writer’s works.

In the “Additional Note”, allusion is made to works of Dazai published so far only
as fragments and to those which failed to be printed in “The Complete Works”. It also
includes “notes” and “remarks” related to the works as well as to their first publication,
and other remarks insofar as they relate to the literature of Dazai.
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