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Summary

Schubert and Romantic Music
in the Romantic Movement

Hideo Yashiro

In 1978 I participated in an aniversary celebration of the 150th year of Schubert’s
death. 31 years earlier a similar celebration commemorated his birth. In postwar
Japan, this was a rarity, and indeed even in Europe such musical gatherings as the
festivals at Saltzburg and Beyreuth are a postwar phenomenon. The whole-hearted
commemoration of Schubert by a struggling Japan is no small indication of the responsive
enthusiasm Japanese feel for Schubert.

Schubert stands in the center of the Romantic movement, born a decade after its
beginnings. Like Beethoven, his emotional expression still has the forms of classicism.
The mid-19th century was ripe for the heart-stirring leanings of the Romantic movement.
In literature Goethe, a man Schubert idealised, and Schiller turned to nature and their
inner responses for inspiration. In music Beethoven, particularly in his later years,
placed more and more weight on intensity of expression,

Educated in this environment, Schubert lent his special flavor by developing the
lied, a sensitive rendition of lyric poetry in song. Performed in small gatherings of close
friends, these lied placed equal importance on meaning and music. As Schumann com-
mented on hearing Schubert’s last symphony written nine months before his death,
“The Tth symphony demonstrates all of Schubert’s greatness and fully captures the
Romantic spirit: like Jean Paul’s unfinished novel, it knows no end.”
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