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every attribute that is lovely in domestic life, while her piety,

learning, courage and virtue qualified her to give lustre to a crown
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Summary

Soseki’s Rondonto (“The Tower of London”) and
Delaroche’s Paintings

Masaie Matsumura

One of Soseki’s early pieces Rondonto was written first of all out of his memory
of a visit to the Tower of London in 1900. When he came to write the two princes
of Edward IV in the Bloody Tower, and subsequently the execution of Lady Jane
Grey, he followed the identical scenes described respectively in Shakespeare’s Richard
III and William Ainsworth’s Tower of London. But these two scenes would not
necessarily have been combined together in Soseki’s work as they are, without the
impact he got from Paul Delaroche’s paintings, “The Two Children of Edward IV,”
and “The Execution of Jane Grey.” Each scene that Soseki conjures up in the Tower
proves in every detail an exact verbal rendering of these paintings.

It should be noted that Delaroche was one of the most acclaimed painters in mid-
Victorian England for his historical pictures, and his impact was immence on the then
recurring subject of the persecution of innocent and unoffending children. Then
Soseki’s Rondonto is not merely a product of his intimacy with English literature and
art, but is related, however remotely, with the Victorian obsession with the innocence
and vulnerability of childhood.
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