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Summary

Implications of the Word “Yasashi”

Keiko Ikeda

The word “Yasashi” appeared already in the Manyo period, and in the Insei
period or in the Middle period its range of meaning broadened, as it was often utilized
in the literary works. In many works, the word “yasashi” played an important role.

This paper probes into the core of meaning of the word “yasashi” through ex-
amples in various contexts. We can extract two main standpoints from this examina-
tion of the use of the word in the Medieval period.

On the one hand “yasashi” implies praise for working mind sufficiently of other
people with its various manifestations. On other, it is praise for the state of mind or
behaviour of another person, according to some normative standard already acknow-
ledged as valuable. ’

Before the Medieval Ages, however, from the Manyo period to the middle part
of the Heian period, “yasashi” was an expression of subjective emotion in dirating
shame at finding oneself to fall short of or be out of some absolute standard. We can
assume this feeling of shame is related to working mind sufficiently.

Thereafter, although “yasashi” has changed from implying a sense of shame to
praising other people, it retains the essential characteristics of working mind and cor-
relation with some standard, and the new meaning this word acquired during the
Insei period or the Middle period is not essentially different from or contrary to the
original. The core of meaning has not changed.
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