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Summary

Reischauer’s Incident and the Press

Naoyuki Murakami
Takeshi Fujita

So-called Reischauer’s Incident, in which Edwin O. Reischauer, the then U.S.
Ambassador, was seriously injuried by a Japanese “scizophrenic” youth in March 24th
1964, accelerated the revision of Mental Health Act of our country.

The press of the time urged the importance of guarantining mentally disordered
persons. The Government then in power tried to propose a bill revising the old
mental health bill in order to maintain public peace under such circumstances. But
its passing was prevented by the counter action of the psychiatrists. It was June 1st
of the next year, 1965, when the revision of Mental Health Act passed Congress
through the deliberate consideration of the Committee of the Welfare Ministry.

The press had played the double edged role in the process of the revision of the
Act. The aim of this essay is to analyse the role of the press.
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