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Lancelot in the splendour of his double nature (a double
star with just such complicated orbit) moves, and must
always move, upon a level with the King himself, in
interest, and even closer to ordinary sympathy. The
ceaseless inner war which tears him before our eyes,
breeds in a sense of nearer kinship than we dare to claim
the Royal calm. But through it all how lofty and how
great he is: no wonder that he “knew not he should die

»

a holy man,” and no wonder also that he did so die4
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And white sails flying on the sea
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A sinful man, and unconfessed,

He took the Sangreal’s holy quest,
And, slumbering, saw the vision high,
He might not view with waking eye.
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. . . the maiden dreamt
That some one put this diamond in her hand,
And that it was too slippery to be held,
And slipt and fell into some pool or stream,
The castle-well, belike ; .
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Then Lancelot with his hand among the flowers
‘Yea — for a dream. Last night methought I saw

That maiden Saint who stands with lily in hand

In yonder shrine. All round her prest the dark,
And all the light upon her silver face

Flowed from the spiritual lily that she held.

Lo! these her emblems drew mine eyes — away:
For see, how perfect-pure! . . 10
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‘Sweeter to me . . . this garden rose
Deep-hued and many-folded ! sweeter still
The wild-wood hyacinth and bloom of Mayll
NANEPR TRV R 775 PR WL KEHORDONOLH
MMM w8 L DT



RO v D N KA HEm KA A2

NN Ko A QRN TEQRN-2 & LEHONKS R™ TN
KERNeydd—N] NRIVERSHSURKOIRO | A —~ Nl
L0 QL Som P28 5° VEFYN YOROFONKOT < DNR”
I QRNIP Y AW NN K B A = QI NERPVIEN SV IEVE R A
AN CHTTHTHI=TTTTHE) VRaVPROLEY VIR
HOOVRREBUC NE] CEKORERMEMY QLR OV 50T N5 0
5 Q PaRe°

A0V TSRS © M) M2 InQE &N W VURITEm
€2 QVBLQRCERHMY A % 11 D~ NAMIERE" Wi LNA
HO#hsre® HECEOMN! [y 910 | RIQERENHAD” 1HL
NI ™eQa (" WESFIDYNOECRLANQBY | <K
#OLoQ 5420 WOV <ARKO N V05500 -9 P du &4 5 K
Emfofutkcbﬁ\ﬂ@%@%@ﬂ&éﬁ\mb/\&%imb
M1 BHOKRELER

[T OOV RIVQ 2 QEN.210 | ot B~z
BNH 5 1 0 8 0 @I oo~ VB ¢ 7 508 D hvik 5 A 4 o4
Tawntoo%%%%:n@oﬁx%@;a@¢aﬁf:\n%
RARO~~AKOR OV Q

FUD YNGR C LD QBROTKE” BEEASPHVT RAIKE D

MoK S A U S50 RA0u Ve ¥R
PFUHRQOR (L] ARRISN OTICHEEK Y {410 Q P481re° P sl
@T.I SEIVBE R VS OVt OO SEIRFTEN D oA S
CdHohil ANe THHESE] MERE VadEvE%
thécéufumfbéo

R~ FTHHERS M2 #H{(worm) %0 5% 8] '}R”
LSRFHN-2 OV BERIGHVUY S yHm oY Se
WOBROENVAY INAX denid D =N | Q@ BN g
AR T —a N YD NN MO0 LR Y 5o TH] e 5%
(8] QEEERMIBELN S Ve M D

D
VC“
7‘4:

RONEERE

“Great master, do you love me ?” he was mute.
And lissome Vivien, holding by his heel,
Writhed toward him, slided up his knee and sat,
Behind his ankle twined her hollow feet
Together, curved an arm about his neck,
Clung like a snake . . 1
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Then fell on Merlin a great melancholy;

The meanest having power upon the highest,

And the high purpose broken by the worm.3
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Then crying, “I have made his glory mine,”

And shrieking out, “O fool!” the harlot leapt

Adown the forest, and the thicket closed

Behind her, and the forest echo’d “fool.”14
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. . . for Sir Lancelot passing by
Spied where he couch’d, and as the gardener’s hand
Picks from the colewort a green caterpillar,
So from the high wall and flowering grove
Of grasses Lancelot pluck’d him by the heel,
And cast him as a worm upon the way ;19
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Elaine the fair, Elaine the lovable,

Elaine, the lily maid of Astolat,

High in her chamber up a tower to the east
Guarded the sacred shield of Lancelot;

Which first she placed where morning’s earliest ray
Might strike it, and awake her with the gleam ;

Then fearing rust or soiling, fashion’d for it
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A case of silk, and braided thereupon

All the devices blazon’d on the shield

In their own tinct, and added, of her wit,

A border fantasy of branch and flower,

And yellow-throated nestling in the nest.

Nor rested thus content, but day by day,

Leaving her household and good father, climbed

That eastern tower, and entering barr’d her door,

Stript off the case, and read the naked shield,

Now guess’d a hidden meanings in his arms,

Now made a pretty history to herself

Of every dint a sword had beaten in it,

And every scratch a lance had made upon it,

Conjecturing when and where: this cut is fresh,

That ten years back ; this dealt him at Caerlyle,

That at Caerleon — this at Camelot —

And ah, God’s mercy, what a stroke was there!

And here a thrust that might have kill’d, but God

Broke the strong lance, and roll’d his enemy down,

And saved him: so she lived in fantasy.2 (R Zsme)
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Or in a clear-wall’d city on the sea,
Near gilded organ-pipes, her hair
Wound with white roses, slept Saint Cecily ;
An angel look’d at her. (RY—1O0OE)
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. .. and the barge with oar and sail
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Moved from the brink, like some full-breasted swan

That, fluting a wild carol ere her death,

Ruffles her pure cold plume, and takes the flood

With swarthy webs.2®
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Summary

A Comparative Reading of Soseki’s Kairoko

Masaie Matsumura

Kairoko (An Elegy on the Transient Life), one of Soseki Natsume’s seven early
pieces collected under the title of Yokyoshu (1906), was composed based on the love
romance between Lancelot and Elaine which was compiled first by Sir Thomas Malory
in Le Morte D’Arthur and came to be expanded to a full-length romantic poem by
Alfred Tennyson in Idylls of the King. This essay attempts to examine the working
process of Soseki in his weaving this Stoff from the two different sources with Ten-
nyson’s “The Lady of Shalott” into his own idyllic vignétte set off by. variegated
images and symbols. To achieve such a colourful execution, Soseki must have drawn
upon “Balin and Balan,” “Merlin and Vivien,” and “Guinevere” as well from Idylls,
and “The Palace of Art” as a related Tennyson’s poem.

As the background of Soseki’s intimacy with the Arthurian theme, the popularity
of the Arthurian legend in the Victorian Age must be taken into consideration.
Especially Soseki’s explicit preference for Tennyson’s Idylls can be set against the
series of controversy carried on between J. T. Knowles and A. C. Swinburne on the
relative merits of Malory and Tennyson.
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