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Summary

The World of Make-Believe in Child Play

Takashi Furusho

We sometimes observe children playing at something. Imaginative games such

>

as “Playing House,” “Playing School,” “Playing Horses,” and Storybook games based
on various stories or television scenes are exercised in a ludic situation which children
construct in their minds. In these games, thinking and imagining things, for example
thinking of a bird, involves turning himself into the bird and pretending to be the
bird. It seems that the ludic assimilation as the source of pretend play is not limited
only to play activity but is common in perception and thinking. When the child sees
a pansy, he may say, “it looks like a human face.” When the child is attracted by
bees flying among the flowers, he may think they are playing hide-and-seek.

In this way, the boundary between the outer objective world and the inner sub-
jective world is not clear in the child. Since only this imaginative power or divergent
thought that widens the child’s world and enlarges him, early childhood education
should, in a sense, aim at building the world of make-believe.

We suggest “Activity of Expressive Use of the Body” as an educational method
for that purpose. In this activity, by pretending to be something, the child can make
his thought concrete, express his feelings and confirm his experience. All the members
of a class take part in this activity, under the leadership of their teacher. In this
way a shared world is constructed within the class which helps children when they

perceive the outer world, think about something, and enjoy imaginative play.
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