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<30 Départment of Health, Education and Welfare.
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EH . “American Families and Living Arrangements,” U.S.Bureau of the Census,1980
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Summary

The Revolutionary Changes of Family

Hisa Akiyama

Today, revolutionary changes are occuring in the American family. It is dangerous
to say that the only strong family in one that meets narrow concepts based on the
nuclear family. Behind the changes in the American family today lie new economic
conditions and widening horizons for women. The increase of divorce, of unmarried
couples, and of working mothers, the growing number of children who live with single
parents, and the millions of preschool children spending at least part of their day in
facilities outside their home make us search for a new definition of the family. The
idea that companionship is the basis of the family is one which brings difficulties to
the family.

The theory that the nuclear family is the ideal type in modern society has not
been adjusted to the changing society. The facts of the present American family
system demand that we develop a new theory of what the family is.
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