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Summary

Scientific Method in the American School of Ethnology

Tadashige Shimizu

The American School of Ethnology has two conspicuous traits that conflict with
each other. One is that in their scientific research this school always puts its trust in
things of an empirical nature and shows a repugnance to idealistic metaphysics. They
seek to cut loose the natural history of mankind from the Bible and to confine the vali-
dity of the gospel to the moral and ethical sphere. The other is that this school has
played an important role as a formidable defender of southern negro slavery. By
giving evidence of the negro’s biological inferiority, they have furnished scientifically
Jjustifiable reasons for this peculiar system of the Old South.

This dual attitude of their hardheaded positivism and ideological demagogy can
be said to have been caused by the scientific methods of this school. They seem to
have completely denied abstract concepts and looked down on the thinking faculty
itself, as they have excessively emphasized the palpable, immediate and physical facts.
In consequence they have neglected to reflect and examine closely their own standpoint
and conceptual tools, which had been deeply tainted with the days’ racial prejudice.
It may fairly be said that the ‘“accumulation of facts” or the “Deluge of facts™ collected
by them was poured into the old ready-made mold or conceptual schema of racial hier-
archy.
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